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religious teaching of CHILDREN AT HOME. 


nart - of the Old Testament. The boys like the Old Testament 
heroes but they are well taught at school m Bible History, and 
we shall do better to give them more spiritual teaching and the 
chance of asking questions which they would not ask at school. 
In fact you must not be surprised if you find that your school- 
boy has lost the habit of mingling the reading with talk and ques- 
tions ; but the long holidays may give him time to recover his 
freedom of speech. Then it is the schoolboys who need the 
most careful teaching about reverence. They are so likely to 
lose it at school ; even through a false shame of appearing good 
their behaviour may be less reverent than their feelings. They, 
too, in the lightness of their hearts may bring home to their 
sisters or to the little boys the funny Bible riddle or parody, 
which is the jesting that more than everything else is not con- 
venient and should be checked at once. Also, to return for one 
moment to the question of Sunday : ask your boys about Sun- 
days at school, and find out whether there arc idle hours leading 
to temptation and evil, especially on wet Sundays. Then, if 
possible, suggest some occupation. Give a reward for a diary 
regularly kept, which could be posted up on such wet Sundays, 
or ask them to keep a record of natural history, to be written out 
on Sundays. Ask for longer letters from them on wet Sundays, 
either, to yourself or to their friends, and urge them to read, and 
give them suitable books. With these few words about the often 
absent boys I have finished what I wished to say. I have 
brought a few books lor any one to see, some of which I have 
alluded to. As you may suppose, most of them are meant for 
members of the Church of England. 

BOOKS USED IN BIBLE TEACHING, &c. 

;‘ The Teacher’s Prayer-book,” is. 6 d. 

„ 1Iel P s 10 H'e Study of the Bible,” t. f . 

“ c T ‘ K c ^ ommentar y.” 6 or 7 vols. 

School Institute ° 0 ^ Gessons ’ Eugene Stock and others, is. 6 d. a volume. Sunday 

“How to Teach tlil ^r>^ ^' estament > Sr/. “ 1 low to Teach the New Testament,” id- 
“Fuller’s Harmonv r “ yer '^ 00 ^-” I0</. “ How to Teach the Catechism,” io d. 

Sanctuary, Westminster. G ° S P els >'’ ”■ National Society Depot, Broad 

“ Peep of Day,” & c . 

'‘Bye^alhs^BiM 00 ? ° f Histor y ” Macmillan. 

“Bible Catechisms/’ n °" ei{ ’ e ’ ^ ° r 10 vo ' s -> 2S - 6 d. or 3.'. each. R.T.S. 


MOTHER CULTURE. 

IT is written somewhere, “ A mother is only a woman but she 
needs the love of Jacob, the patience of Job, the wisdom of 
Moses, the foresight of Joseph, and the firmness of Daniel’ 

ut a mother has not only to have all these things; she must 
have them all at once, often when she is quite young, and too 
o ten when she has had no previous training of any kind for the 
marvellously varied duties she has to perform. All at once fto 
take an extreme case), a young girl who has all her life been 
sheltered and shielded, not only from every trouble, but from 
every experience of life, is made responsible for the home 
lappiness of her husband, and (as if that were not enough) for 
the health and happiness of a smaller or greater number of 
grown-up human beings whose help she hires for money, who 
have to be directed, controlled, encouraged, or reproved’, and 
conducted safely along through the infinite dangers of domestic 
service. Before she marries, she pictures to herself little of the 
extreme difficulties of managing that most complicated of 
machines, a household — not for one week only, during her 
mother’s absence, but for year after year, without stop or stay, 
for the rest of her time. 

If these two tilings are difficult, how very much the case is 
complicated when a wholly untried responsibility comes upon 
her, and not only her own health, but that of another depends 
on how she manages her life. And then, perhaps, just as she is 
grasping the situation, and one child fills her whole heart, more 
room is wanted, and more and more, and the servant question 
goes on, the management of expenditure goes on, the desire to 
be more than ever her husband’s companion grows stronger and 
stronger, and the centre of it all is one little woman — wife, 
mother, mistress all in one ! Then it is that she gets overdone. 
Then it is that she wears herself out. Then it is that, in her 
efforts to be ideal wife, mother, and mistress, she forgets that 
she is herself. Then it is, in fact, that she stops growing. 


mother culture. 


Hder Sight in life than a mother, who has so used 
There is no sa ch iidhood, that she has nothing to 

herself u P. in you th. When babyhood is over and school 
give them m tn take to proving that their mother i s 

begins, how o _ ^ often see a child proving to its father that 
wrong, hoy ^ th . nk not For the father is “ growing ” f ar 
he is wrong • ^ mothen He is gaining experience year by 

more ofte standing still. Then, when her children come 
year, but , t j me betwee n childhood and full develop- 

^Xofp^ed ; and, though she may do much for her 
Siren, she cannot do all she might, if she, as well as they, 

Sphere not some need for “mother culture”? But how is 
state of things to be altered ? So many mothers say, “ I 
simply have no time for myself ! ” “ I never read a book ! ” Or 

else “ I don’t think it is right to think of myself! ” They not 
only starve their minds, but they do it deliberately, and with a 
sense of self-sacrifice which seems to supply ample justification. 
There are, moreover, unfortunately, only too many people who 
think that sort of thing so lovely that public opinion appears to 
justify it. But does public opinion justify anything ? Does it 
justify tight-lacing— or high heels — or bearing-reins for horses? 
It can never justify anything which leads to the “Oh, its only 
mother ” tone in any young person. 

That tone is not the right one. But can it be altered ? Each 
mother must settle this for herself. She must weigh things in 
the balance. She must see which is the most important the 
time spent in luxuriously gloating over the charms of her fas- 
cinating baby, or what she may do with that time to keep 
herself “growing” for the sake of that baby “some day,” when 
it will want her even more than it does now. 

The only way to do it is to be so strongly impressed with the 
necessity for growing herself that she herself makes it a rea 
object in life. She can only rarely be helped from the outside. 
The resolute planting of Miss Three-years-old in her chair at one 
end of the table with her toys, of Master Five-years-old at the 
other with his occupations, and fascinating Master Baby on the 
rug on the floor with his ring and his ball— the decided announce- 
ment “Now mother is going to be busy ’’—will do those young 
people a world of good ! Though some of their charms will b 
m,SSed ’ the y will gain respect for mother’s time, and some self' 


mother culture. 
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Then she can listeT.o L "h d re f and flat , 'he floor. 

"ay. 

hour out of the twenty-four for “ Mother Culture" J ‘ 

hour in which we can read, think, or " remember." 

he habit of reading is so easily lost ; not so much, perhaps 
the power of enjoying books as the actual power of reading at 

for a I' 18 I™’ aftCr n0t being able to use eyes 

a time, the habit of reading fast has to be painfully regained 

The power to read fast is much to be desired, and die people 

who read every word are left sadly behind by the people who 

read from full stop to full stop at a glance. This power is what 

our children are gaining at school, and this power is what we are 

losing when we refuse to give a little time out of our lives to 

“ Mother Culture.’’ It is worth anything to get and to keep even 

that ; and to do it, 'it is not a bit necessary to read “ stiff” books. 

The wisest woman I ever knew— the best wife, the best mother, 
the best mistress, tne best friend — told me once, when I asked 
her how, with her weak health and many calls upon her time, 
she managed to read so much, “I always keep three books 
going — a stiff book, a moderately easy book, and a novel, and 1 
always take up the one I fee 1 fit for!” That is the secret; 
always have something “going” to grow by. If we mothers 
were all “growing ” there would be less going astray among our 
boys, less separation in mind from our girls. 

It would seem as if we mothers often simply made for our- 
selves the difficulties we find in after life by shutting our minds 
up in the present. What we need is a habit of taking our minds 
out of what one is tempted to call “ the domestic rag-bag ” of 
perplexities, and giving it a good airing in something which 
keeps it “growing.” A brisk walk will help. But, if we would 
do our best for our children, grow we must ; and on our power 
of growth surely depends, not only our future happiness, but 
our future usefulness. 

Is there, then, not need for more “Mother Culture”? 

A 


